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SENT DEPARTMENT 1724 ; REPEATED INFORMATION VIENTIANE NIACT 769, 
CINCPAC POLAD NIACT 544 . • 

DEPTEL I 442 , EMBTEL 1720. 


SUGGEST FOLLOWING WORDING BE INCORPORATED INTO AIDE MEMO IRE 
TO BEGIVENSARIT PRIOR TO SEEKING HIS CONSENT TO OPERATION 
B- 26 S FROM TAKLI INTO LAOS AND/OR THAI -MANNED 105 BATTERIES: 


"THE AMERICAN AMB STATED THAT HE HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED BY THE 
PRESIDENT TO ENDORSE IN HIS NAME THE ASSURANCES OF UNITED 
STATES SUPPORT OF THAILAND CONTAINED IN PRESIDENT EISENHOWER’S 
LETTER OF NOV 8, 1960 TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRIMIN AND IN THE 
AMB’S LETTER OF NOV 3, i960 TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE MIN OF FON AFFAIR 


"THE AMB ALSO STATED THAT HE WAS AUTHORIZED BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO INFORM HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRIMIN THAT THAILAND CAN UNCONDITION- 
ALLY COUNT ON THE FULL MILITARY SUPPORT OF THE U.S. IN THE EVEN? 
THAT PRESENT MEASURES OF THAUUS COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE TO 
THE ROYAL LAO GOVT SHOULD RESULT IN A COMMUNIST ATTACK ON THAILAND. 
IN THIS CONNECTION THE AMB NOTED THAT THE CURRENT DEPLOYMENT OF US 
FORCES IN ASIA IS PRESENTLY SUCH AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE AIR DEFENSE 1 
OF THAILAND AS UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS, COMMUNIST AIR STRIKES " 
AGAINST UDORN; TAKLI OR OTHER SUCH TARGET WOULD REQUIRE A DIRECT 
MILITARY RESPONSE BY THE US. IT IS BEL IEVED THAT THE COMMUNISTS 
CANNOT FAIL TO RECOGNIZE THIS AND THAT THE POSTURE AND CAPABILITY 
OF US FORCE IN THE FAR EAST, INCLUDING THE ABILITY OF THE 7TH 
FLEET TO RETALIATE SWIFTLY AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM, CONSTITUTES 
THE MOST EFFECTIVE DETERRENT OF COMMUNIST ACTION AGAINST THAILAND.' 
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-2- 1724, MARCH 23 , 8 PM, FROM BANGKOK 


THAI CONCERN IS THAT THE TYING TO SEATO OF OUR COMMITMENT TO^ 1 ' 
THAILAND CONTAINED BOTH IN MY LETTER OF NOV '3 TO' THE FONMJN AND 
PRES E I SENHOWER * S. LETTER OF NOV’S TO THE PRIM IN; .MEANS THAT WE. . 
MIGHT AWAIT UNANIMOUS SEATO AGREEMENT BEFORE ACT I NG ' AND/OR AWA I t‘* 
CONGRESSIONAL ACTION "IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR CONSTITUTIONAL" -'T ‘ 
PROCESSES" UNDER ARTICLE IV ( 1 ) OF MANILA PACT, WHAT THEY ARE 
SEEKING IS UNCONDITIONAL COMMITMENT THAT US WOULD IMMEDIATELY 
.COME TO THEIR DEFENSE WITHOUT AWAITING EITHER OF FOREGOING 
ACTIONS. TAKEN IN CONTEXT, PHRASE "PURSUANT OUR OBLIGATION" AS 
CONTAINED IN PARA D (4) REFTEL WOULD BE INTERPRETED BY THEM AS 
TYING TO SEATO OUR OBLIGATION AS TO MAKE ITS EXECUTION DEPENDENT 
UPON EITHER OR BOTH OF FOREGOING CONDITIONS. IT HAS THEREFORE 
BEEN ELIMINATED FROM FOREGOING TEXT AND WORD "UNCONDITIONAL" 

ADDED. WHILE THAIS UNDERSTAND THAT PRESIDENT’S DECISION TO 
COME TO THEIR DEFENSE MUST PROBABLY BE "PURSUANT TO" MANILA 
PACT THEY WANT UNQUALIFIED ASSURANCE .SUCH DECISION WILL NOT 
AWAIT AGREEMENT ALL OTHER SEATO MEMBERS OR CONGRESSIONAL ACTION. 

ADDoIr 1 ?*^ 1 THIS AS CLEAR INTENT 0F PARA D (4) REFTEL BUT WOULD 
APPRECIATE DEPT’S CONFIRMATION. 


JOHNSON 
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NOTE: Mr. Parson’s office (BE) not if ied_Df receipt of message 
11:25AM 3/23/61 CWO-M. _ 6 
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